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To the following
new members:

Russell Davis,
Alistair Lovegrove
Alex Nicolson,
Steven Turner
Brian Williams,
John Williams
Brian Yeomans

Andrew Yeomans

Membership now currently stands
at 89

kK\/

From the Editor,

As I 6m writing this, wedre alre
Christmas is a fair way behind now. One of my New Year resolutions
was to keep a clear sky record for this year, and | looked back at Jant
ary to find that there were just 3 clear enough nights during the whole
month to do some observing. For those of you who care about these

things, | <c¢class a oO6clear nighté
9pm to make it worth getting a telescope out. Now 3 nights in a whole
month is a pretty abysmal statistic if you stop to think about it.

This monthds issue features a |
Survey. Our President John Evans has written the feature article and
he outlined at the | ast meeting

pleased to have a couple of articles from Brian GoiSliates, a former
President of the Society back i
will find some useful reading in his leader article.

Hope you enjoy this issue!

Peter Dean, Sl
Editor ,
prdean@ntlworld.corr N ‘(0 5* ore H 0\
: AO wou "
ve sloocs S0 cleas:

a\, we hired 45 JVJ9 A
Named qu)pr‘ he'’s n?a’lj gqu
Hard werker. Doesn't mind
the Morotony. Srecps out
Hie same areq ey night
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Long-time GAS member Brian Gordon-States explains why two eyes might be very
much better than one.

scanning
along the
Milky Way
s an
amazing
experience

remember a long time agowas in a large gap in clouds,
someone telling me that the(which my American friends call
best telescope for you is oned suc k er hol esd) ,
you are going to useand this chucking it down with rain for
Is very true. | wonder how manyhour s . | f | 6d ha
telescopes sit in attics, garages aridwould not even have been out

' ' sheds around the country becausgbserving.
. the owners found then just too

much of a pain to set up, once th®bserving open and globular star
initial surge of interest had passedclusters in binoculars is a wonder-

ful pastime and scanning along the
Recently | have had to stop usindMilky Way is an amazing experi-
my 6inch Celestron refractor ence, the Moon h@ated by some
while work was carried out on myastronomers because it gets in the
observatory, and even though ivay of the deep sky sfui$ an in-
have smaller telescopes galore, dredible sight, comets are great, in
found myself turning to binocu- fact | think that decent binoculars
lars. The pair that | now own andare the only way to appreciate
used wer e R e v e tomdtsifullyn The brighte? galéxses
which were not expensive beingfall easily within the range of
bought brand new from Telescopahese binoculars, as do planetary
House for around £60L &lso have nebulae such as Messier 27 (the
a pair of 1 0 x 5 ODurebpell Mebula, and Mpsaier 67
10x2506s. (the Ring Nebula). Have you ever

tried tracking the space station
Opening up my dome and usingvith a telescope?There will be
the refractor with its GPS andthose who will say i wh o wa
GOTO functions does not taket 0 anywayo?)
long, but not as quick as a pair of
binoculars particularly for new In fact it will take an awful long
comers. | know that you cannot i me t o O6use upbo
see the so cal l lard, addroé eolrse thebye eap bes
stuff very well like distant galax- used for observing other types of
ies and faint nebulae, and planenature.
tary detail is not much seen.

| remember back in 1986, Guild-
If I may be permitted to be modesford Astronomical Society held a
(Hmm, alright j puklit obserting sessionnfar éHal-
Ed), and say that | am a fairlyex-l ey 6 s Comet up o
perienced observer, having beeand folks turned up with all man-
doing it for over twentffive years, ner of optical aid but most were
and | 6ve wused <dinocuars pf mlemakeg andl sizesg
telescopes in that time. Howeverf r om 10x5006s ri g
the first time | looked at the galac-opera glasses, and yet all who
tic cluster Messier 45 (thecame saw Halley with their own
Pleiades) up in Taurus in thebinoculars, and it was not particu-
1 5 x 7 0@sld notlbelieve the larly bright. My friend David Dyer
view, it was awesome, and this (Continued on pag®)
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Comet Halley, 5/12/1985, 8.7iGch reflec-
tor, 20mm Erfle, x72. Sketch by P Dean.

Using
binoculars
helps you to
find your
way around
the

night sky

(Continued from pag@) more leisure time doing observing
and | opened our Stateswith the mark one eyeball.
Dyer Observatory to the
public during this period | know that some readers of this
and even those who camear t i cl e wi Inbiysuc o f
along to look at the comethave to have a telescope, big is
through the 12nch Newto- beautifub , aimading fis the
nian and the 8. #lichNew- onl y way to go a
tonian, also brought binocu-that with binoculare . Thi s
8 lars and none were disapwell be true for experienced ob-
pointed. servers. A large telescope is a
mighty useful instrument, and a
| recently made a check ofsmall short focus refractor with a
my observing records for CCD gives great images, but |
2007, and while | agree thatknow some members in our own
I included solar observing in society who own fairly large tele-
the figure, | was amazed to sescopes, and never get around to
that | had observed on 81% of theising them, which is a waste. The
daysi not bad, and a lot of this1 5x 706s are on t
was with binoculars. needing to be tripod mounted, but
you can lay down on a sun lounger
Using binoculars also helps a nevand support your elbows and
observer to find their way aroundreally relax while you enjoy the
the night sky, when used in comsky above.
bination with a Planisphere, a
good star atlas and a red LEDOf you are new to astronomy, be-
torch. Once you have learned tdore you go and buy the biggest
find objects using binoculars, ittelescope you can afford, think
makes it easier when you start usabout a pair of binoculars. They
ing a telescopé unless of course are worth their weight in gold; not
you use the GOTO feature fromonly for you as a beginner, but
the start, in which case thealso to experienced observers.
chances are you may have diffi-Take a pair on holiday with vou;
culty learning your way aroundy ou wonoét regret
the night sky.

WARNING: Do not look at

In 1987 | was fortunate enough tqhe Sun with binoculars!!!
gain access to a large telescope at

McDonald Observatory out in
West Texas, and was staggered
when | realised that the profeSYOU can find the Telescope House website
sional astronomers had no idea 8f Nt:/www.telescopehouse.com
where anything was in the night

sky because the relied on setting

circles, computers and imageis

in fact once we had shown them

Messier 51 (the Whirlpool Galaxy,

an awesome view in a 36ch

telescope), and the brightest

globular cluster in the sky, Omega

Centauri, they vowed to spend

w
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http://www.telescopehouse.com

Dorothy Clapson, one of the earliest members of GAS, passed away during Christmas - Brian
Shorter gives us a retrospective.

orothy Clapson sadly
D passed away on Sunday

28th October 2007. Doro-
thy, (as she liked to be called by
her friends and colleagues both
amateur and professional alike),
will be sadly missed by those of us
who remember her many contribu-
tions to the Society in its early
years.

Dorothy became a member of the

then Guildford branch of the Jun-

ior Astronomical Society (JAS) in

the early 196006s. I n 1968 s
instrument al in the Society
sion to change its name to the now

Guildford Astronomical Society. A

year later in 1969 she took over as

Secretary and obviously had many

ideas for the future direction of the

fledgling Society.

he was
6s deci -

Her immediate objective was to
raise the membership by getting
the regular monthly meeting re-
ports in the local press. This was
such a great success that it was
printed each month in the

Surrey Advertiser from Septembeger to hold its meetings and it was
1971 until April 1978. At the time decided to hire a room in the Lan-
Dorothy joined the Society, meettern café in Quarry Street, and
ings were held in the homes of quickly followed by a move to the
various founder members. Her Corona Café at 121 High Street
drive to increase the number of (now home to River Island Trad-
members was so successful thahg), in November 1970.
by the time she became Secre-
tary, the Soci&enedbkigchaagabaathy dver-p
had risen to 29. At this point, it saw was the introduction of our
became clear that the fledglingprogramme cards, the first 50 cop-
Society needed somewhere lar-
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