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2008 February/March 

Sky watcher 
From the Editor, 

As Iôm writing this, weôre already into February and for most of us 
Christmas is a fair way behind now. One of my New Year resolutions 

was to keep a clear sky record for this year, and I looked back at Janu-

ary to find that there were just 3 clear enough nights during the whole 

month to do some observing. For those of you who care about these 

things, I class a óclear nightô as one where I figure itôs clear enough at 

9pm to make it worth getting a telescope out. Now 3 nights in a whole 

month is a pretty abysmal statistic if you stop to think about it. 

This monthôs issue features a lot of information on the Members  

Survey. Our President John Evans has written the feature article and as 

he outlined at the last meeting, contains a few surprises. Iôm also very 

pleased to have a couple of articles from Brian Gordon-States, a former 
President of the Society back in the early 90ôs. Beginners amongst you 

will find some useful reading in his leader article. 

 

Hope you enjoy this issue! 

 

Peter Dean,  

Editor 
prdean@ntlworld.com 

To the following 
new members: 

u IN PRAISE OF BINOCULARS  2 
 

 

u DOROTHY CLAPSON 1907-2006 4 
 

 

u TELESCOPES FOR LOAN  6 

 

 

u WHOôS WHO IN THE SOCIETY 2008 7 
 

 

u CLASSIFIEDS ..............   7 

 

 

u FEBRUARYôS NIGHT SKY  9 

 

 

u DEEP SKY OBJECTS FOR FEB/MAR 10 

 

 

u MARCHôS NIGHT SKY ..   11 
 

 

u A MALTESE EXPERIENCE  13 
 

 

u VISITS AND SOCIALS ...   15 
 

 

u MEMBERS SURVEY 2007 RESULTS 16 
 

 

Russell Davis,  

Alistair Lovegrove 
Alex Nicolson, 

Steven Turner 

Brian Williams, 

John Williams 

Brian Yeomans 

Andrew Yeomans 

 

Membership now currently stands 

at 89 
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remember a long time ago 

someone telling me that the 

best telescope for you is one 
you are going to use ï and this 

is very true. I wonder how many 

telescopes sit in attics, garages and 

sheds around the country because 

the owners found then just too 

much of a pain to set up, once the 

initial surge of interest had passed. 

 

Recently I have had to stop using 

my 6-inch Celestron refractor 

while work was carried out on my 
observatory, and even though I 

have smaller telescopes galore, I 

found myself turning to binocu-

lars. The pair that I now own and 

used were Revelation 15x70ôs 

which were not expensive being 

bought brand new from Telescope 

House for around £60. (I also have 

a pair of 10x50ôs, and a pair of 

10x25ôs.) 

 
Opening up my dome and using 

the refractor with its GPS and 

GOTO functions does not take 

long, but not as quick as a pair of 

binoculars particularly for new 

comers. I know that you cannot 

see the so called órealô deep space 

stuff very well like distant galax-

ies and faint nebulae, and plane-

tary detail is not much seen.  

 
If I may be permitted to be modest 

(Hmm, alright just this onceé 

Ed), and say that I am a fairly ex-

perienced observer, having been 

doing it for over twenty-five years, 

and Iôve used some pretty large 

telescopes in that time. However, 

the first time I looked at the galac-

tic cluster Messier 45 (the 

Pleiades) up in Taurus in the 

15x70ôs, I could not believe the 

view, it was awesome, and this 

was in a large gap in clouds, 

(which my American friends call 

ósucker holesô), after it had been 
chucking it down with rain for 

hours. If Iôd had only a telescope, 

I would not even have been out 

observing.  

 

Observing open and globular star 

clusters in binoculars is a wonder-

ful pastime and scanning along the 

Milky Way is an amazing experi-

ence, the Moon (hated by some 

astronomers because it gets in the 
way of the deep sky stuff) is an in-

credible sight, comets are great, in 

fact I think that decent binoculars 

are the only way to appreciate 

comets fully. The brighter galaxies 

fall easily within the range of 

these binoculars, as do planetary 

nebulae such as Messier 27 (the 

Dumbbell Nebula, and Messier 57 

(the Ring Nebula). Have you ever 

tried tracking the space station 
with a telescope? (There will be 

those who will say ï ñwho wants 

to anywayò?) 

 

In fact it will take an awful long 

time to óuse upô a pair of binocu-

lars, and of course they can be 

used for observing other types of 

nature. 

 

I remember back in 1986, Guild-
ford Astronomical Society held a 

public observing session for Hal-

leyôs Comet up on Pewley Down, 

and folks turned up with all man-

ner of optical aid ï but most were 

binoculars of all makes and sizes 

from 10x50ôs right down to tiny 

opera glasses, and yet all who 

came saw Halley with their own 

binoculars, and it was not particu-

larly bright. My friend David Dyer 

(Continued on page 3) 

In Praise of Binoculars 
Long-time GAS member Brian Gordon-States explains why two eyes might be very 
much better than one. 

 I  

scanning  
along the  

Milky Way  
is an  

amazing  
experience 
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and I opened our States-

Dyer Observatory to the 
public during this period 

and even those who came 

along to look at the comet 

through the 12-inch Newto-

nian and the 8.75-inch New-

tonian, also brought binocu-

lars and none were disap-

pointed. 

 

I recently made a check of 

my observing records for 
2007, and while I agree that 

I included solar observing in 

the figure, I was amazed to see 

that I had observed on 81% of the 

days ï not bad, and a lot of this 

was with binoculars.  

 

Using binoculars also helps a new 

observer to find their way around 

the night sky, when used in com-

bination with a Planisphere, a 
good star atlas and a red LED 

torch. Once you have learned to 

find objects using binoculars, it 

makes it easier when you start us-

ing a telescope ï unless of course 

you use the GOTO feature from 

the start, in which case the 

chances are you may have diffi-

culty learning your way around 

the night sky.  

 
In 1987 I was fortunate enough to 

gain access to a large telescope at 

McDonald Observatory out in 

West Texas, and was staggered 

when I realised that the profes-

sional astronomers had no idea of 

where anything was in the night 

sky because the relied on setting 

circles, computers and imagers ï 

in fact once we had shown them 

Messier 51 (the Whirlpool Galaxy, 

an awesome view in a 36-inch 
telescope), and the brightest 

globular cluster in the sky, Omega 

Centauri, they vowed to spend 

more leisure time doing observing 

with the mark one eyeball.  

 
I know that some readers of this 

article will scoff and say ñno ï you 

have to have a telescope, big is 

beautifulò, and ñimaging is the 

only way to go and you canôt do 

that with binocularsò. This may 

well be true for experienced ob-

servers. A large telescope is a 

mighty useful instrument, and a 

small short focus refractor with a 

CCD gives great images, but I 
know some members in our own 

society who own fairly large tele-

scopes, and never get around to 

using them, which is a waste. The 

15x70ôs are on the borderline of 

needing to be tripod mounted, but 

you can lay down on a sun lounger 

and support your elbows and 

really relax while you enjoy the 

sky above. 

 
If you are new to astronomy, be-

fore you go and buy the biggest 

telescope you can afford, think 

about a pair of binoculars. They 

are worth their weight in gold; not 

only for you as a beginner, but 

also to experienced observers. 

Take a pair on holiday with you; 

you wonôt regret it! 

 

WARNING: Do not look at 

the Sun with binoculars!!! 

(Continued from page 2) 

Using  
binoculars  

helps you to  
find your  

way around  
the  

night sky 

Comet Halley, 5/12/1985, 8.75-inch reflec-

tor, 20mm Erfle, x72. Sketch by P Dean. 

You can find the Telescope House website 

at: http://www.telescopehouse.com. 

§
 

§
 

http://www.telescopehouse.com
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orothy Clapson sadly 

passed away on Sunday 

28th October 2007. Doro-
thy, (as she liked to be called by 

her friends and colleagues both 

amateur and professional alike), 

will be sadly missed by those of us 

who remember her many contribu-

tions to the Society in its early 

years. 

 

Dorothy became a member of the 

then Guildford branch of the Jun-

ior Astronomical Society (JAS) in 
the early 1960ôs. In 1968 she was 

instrumental in the Societyôs deci-

sion to change its name to the now 

Guildford Astronomical Society. A 

year later in 1969 she took over as 

Secretary and obviously had many 

ideas for the future direction of the 

fledgling Society.  

 

Her immediate objective was to 

raise the membership by getting 
the regular monthly meeting re-

ports in the local press. This was 

such a great success that it was 

printed each month in the 

Surrey Advertiser from September 
1971 until April 1978. At the time 

Dorothy joined the Society, meet-

ings were held in the homes of 

various founder members. Her 

drive to increase the number of 

members was so successful that 

by the time she became Secre-

tary, the Societyôs membership 

had risen to 29. At this point, it 

became clear that the fledgling 

Society needed somewhere lar-

ger to hold its meetings and it was 
decided to hire a room in the Lan-

tern café in Quarry Street, and 

quickly followed by a move to the 

Corona Café at 121 High Street 

(now home to River Island Trad-

ing), in November 1970. 

 

The next big change Dorothy over-

saw was the introduction of our 

programme cards, the first 50 cop-

Dorothy Clapson 1906-2007 

gu i l d f o rd  as t r o nom ic a l  s oc i e t y  

www.g u i l d fo rd as .o rg  

Dorothy Clapson, one of the earliest members of GAS, passed away during Christmas - Brian 
Shorter gives us a retrospective.  

D 


