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2008 May/June 

Sky watcher 
From the Editor, 

Welcome to the May/June edition of Skywatcher. As most of you will 

have noticed, there wasnôt a Skywatcher last month due to not enough 

articles. Those that were held over appear in this issue, and Iôm sure 

that this issue has at least a few that will interest, maybe even excite 

you. The lead article is last monthôs Topping-Out party at John Slinnôs 

house to  celebrate the completion of his roof-top observatory. There 

arenôt many of those around, and by all accounts itôs one that most of 

us will be rather envious of, particularly if, like me you donôt have an 

observatory. 

News-wise itôs been rather quiet up there in the sky; no bright comets 

to see, and no exploding stars ï although Tony Marshôs article in this 

issue sheds some new light on these. The month of May is your last 

chance to find your way around the galaxies in Virgo, as come the end 

of the month, theyôll have run into evening twilight or be too low down 

in the western sky to get really good views. So please get out if the sky 

is clear and write down what you see. Iôd like to have 

more of your observing reports published in Sky-

watcher. Those of you that took the chance of buying 

new scopes and accessories at Astrofest back in Feb-

ruary Iôd also like to hear from. A few months down 

the line is the ideal time to write a short piece for our 

members describing your latest must-have acquisition, 

or heaven forbid, complete turkey. 

Hope you enjoy this issue! Please let me know if you 

have any requests for subjects and topics youôd like to 

read about, and indeed any general comments you 

want to make about Skywatcher. Iôm currently look-

ing into having it printed commercially, which 

(hopefully) will allow us to publish it in full colour. 

  

Peter Dean,  

Editor 
prdean@ntlworld.com 
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s we all know our Sched-

uled Observing Evenings 

are held once a month at 

Albury Heath, on a Friday 

evening hopefully not too far from 

a New Moon. In April 2008 the 

date chosen was Friday 4th, when 

the Moon would be 26 days old. 

The venue this time was markedly 

different ï John Slinnôs house at 

Ifold, just over the border into 

West Sussex. Readers of Sky-

Watcher will remember that John 

had written two articles, progress 

reports about how he was getting 

on with constructing an observa-

tory on the flat roof of an exten-

sion he had built onto his house. 

John had completed his Herculean 

labours, and invited GAS mem-

bers to a ótopping-out partyô at his 

observatory. This was to see what 

heôd done, find out how he did it, 

learn where he had got the materi-

als, and just to have a good social 

evening combined (hopefully) 

with some darn-good stargazing. 

 

My wife Sue and I were the first 

arrivals, dead on 7 p.m., closely 

followed by several more. All in 

all there must have been nearly 30 

people there in total, cars strewn 

all down Johnôs drive and in that 

of a neighbour, fortunately absent 

on holiday. Johnôs wife Janet was 

doing a sterling job of greeting 

guests and providing mulled wine, 

coffees, teas, pizza and nibbles. 

Some who werenôt driving also 

brought stronger beverages ï my 

own supplies had come straight 

(Continued on page 3) 

Topping out Party 
Last month member John Slinn held his ótopping outô party to celebrate the com-
pletion of his new observatory. John Axtell was on -hand to tell you all about it.  

 A  

it is snug but has 
everything you need, 

shelves for laptop, 
books, observing 

charts and of  course 
power supply  
and red light  


