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From the Editor,
u TOPPING OUT PARTY 2 Welcome to the May/June edition of Skywatcher. As most of you will
have noticed, there wasnodot a Sk
U STAR ENERGY - SAVE ALBURY HEATH 5 ar t | C | es. Those t hat wer e hel d
that this issue has at least a few that will interest, maybe even excite
U TELESCOPES FOR LOAN 6 you. The | ead arti €lue iparltastatn
A house to celebrate the completion of his +topf observatory. There
u WHO® WHO IN THE SOCIETY 2008 7 ar en@t many Of t hOSG ar Ound, an
us wi || be rather envious of, p
U NIGHT SKY FOR MAY... 8
observatory.
{ FUCHTSICEORJUNE - ’ Newswi se itds been rather quiet
S 10 to see, and no explodingstaral t hough Tony Mar s
issue sheds some new light on these. The month of May is your last
chance to find your way around the galaxies in Virgo, as come the en
u VISITS AND SOCIALS.... 11 N
- of the month, theyoll have run
L A RAVBLE FOR A CLOuDY NioiT i in the western ;ky to get really good views. So please get out if the sk

i's clear and write down
HoW DO YOU LIKE MY CENTRIFUGE, more of your observing reports published in Sky-
MISTER BOND? WHEN I ™RoW TS | watcher. Those of you that took the chance of buying

' PR oo e s ¥ | new scopes and accessories at Astrofest back in Feb-

YOUR BODY. ruary |1 6d also |Iike to h
" the line is the ideal time to write a short piece for our
) members describing your latest mbsive acquisition,
_— or heaven forbid, complete turkey.
ﬁ Hope you enjoy this issue! Please let me know if you
have any requests for su
1,1*“53;'3:”“;{,5’}'% FORCE: read about, and indeed any general comments you
CENTRIFUGAL FORCE. want to make about Skywa
A LAUGHABLE CLAM, MISTER BowD, PErreETUATD | ING iNtO having it printed commercially, which
gggﬁw% mﬂg &Pmﬁfuﬁx{&-m (hopefully) will allow us to publish it in full colour.
GYSTEM AND YOU WILL SEE A (ENTRIFUGAL FORCE
TERM APPEAR AS PLAIN AS DAY. Peter Dean,
/ Editor

prdean@ntlworld.com

COME NOW, DO YOU REALLY EXPECT
ME T0 DO (0ORDINATE SUBSTITUTION
N MY HEAD WHILE STRAPFED

T A CENTRIFUGE?

NO, MISTER BOND.
| EXPECT You TO DIE.

\
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Topping out

Last mont h me

pletion of his new observatory. John Axtell was on

it Is snug but has
everything you need,
shelves for laptop,
books, observing
charts and of course
power supply

and red light

Party

John Slinn held his

-hand to tell you all about it.

mb er Otoppin

s we all know our Sched-
uled Observing Evenings

had written two articles, progress

reports about how he was getting
are held once a month at on with constructing an observa-
Albury Heath, on a Friday tory on the flat roof of an exten-

evening hopefully not too far from sion he had built onto his house.

a New Moon. In April 2008 the  John had completed his Herculean

date chosen was Frida{l,4vhen  labours, and invited GAS mem-

the Moon would be 26 daysold. ber s t o -oauto tpaappiyr

The venue this time was markedlyobservatory. This was to see what

differentiJ ohn Sl i nnodlse hdudena,t find

Ifold, just over the border into learn where he had got the materi-

West Sussex. Readers of Sky-  als, and just to have a good social

Watcher will remember that John evening combined (hopefully)

with some darrgood stargazing.

(

My wife Sue and | were the first
arrivals, dead on 7 p.m., closely
followed by several more. All in

all there must have been nearly 30
people there in total, cars strewn

all down Johno6s ¢
of a neighbour, fortunately absent
on holiday. John(¢

doing a sterling job of greeting
guests and providing mulled wine,
coffees, teas, pizza and nibbles.
Some who werenot
brought stronger beveragiesny
own supplies had come straight
(Continued on pag8)

E copyright 2008 guildford astronomical society
www.guildfordas.org



