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From the Editor,

As | write this (a fortnight bef ol
funny old week; the conjunction between the Moon, Jupiter and Venus put-
ting a smiley face in the sky, and the news that four teddy bears have been
sent into space by a bunch of English schoolchildren. Sadly, said bears had
endure-40 degrees below zero, with one particular unfortunate rackirgup
degrees of cold, before being returned to their bedrooms.

ltds the start of a New Year, altl
good one for most of us. Still, if you (will) have money in your wallet, this
year might be the best yet for acquiring-icket seconéhand items, such as
telescopes and eyepieces. What IS clear is that importing from the States w
cost you dear at the time of writing, the exchange rate has dived to $1.45
and shows no sign of improving an)
be Nostradamus to see that trading conditions are likely to be the toughest
for our smaller UK retailers. Let
lose too many.

GAS of course will still be in business, and this year seems to shaping up to
be the most active since Hall eybs
Gaudel li6s article on 1Y2009 provi
fering our local community, and some of the benefits that will be flowing
back our way.

Peter Dean,

Editor
prdean@ntlworld.com

CaN I PLUG IN MY
EXTENSION CORD
OVER HERE?

\ NO.
why? |
FLARES,

o

THAT WAS MEAN.

LISTEN, S0MESCOY
HAS To KEEP THE
MYTHBUSTERS IN

BUSINESS,

A LARGE SOLAR FLARE COULD 1N
DENT THE EARTHS MAGNETIC
FIELD INWARD. THE EARTH'S
SPIN (OULD THEN INDUCE A
STRONG CURRENT IN ANY LONG
CONDLXTORS, MELTING THEM
BND STARTING FIRES.

BY EXTENDING YOUR POWER
CORD, YoU COULD KILL US ALL.

MNEXT SEAsON
SHOULD BE FUN.

Jul

0
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Clouds Over La Palma

John Evans latest trip southwards to darker skies finds him returning to the Canaries,
and getting jiggy with some serious Kit.

for what would be my work would be a lot more fuss. On
eighth trip to La Palma, this occasion, | was travelling
my second this year. As  alone and had been unable to gain
usual, | targeted the week deepestaccess to mains electrical power
within the dark of the moon, for, on top of the mountain. | would
much as | love moonlight, it really have to power everything off the
doesndt mi x wi t larlzatety.rThis had been all very
photography. 8,000 feet up on thewell on film trips when all that
Roque de los Muchachos, the air was needed was to provide power
is usually very dry and low in par- to the RA motor of my fairly un-
ticulates and the moon shines dazedemanding but functionally excel-
zlingly white. Its radiance bathes lent Vixen GPDX.
the cloud tops and scatters a back-
ground brightness that greatly re- This time, | would have to power
duces the contrast of film images. the EQG6, which is greedier than
the Vixen, the CCD camera, the
-~ Youol | noti-ce | lagtap viaan inverdes the nootor-
My or/g/na/p/an Wé?s photographyo, n csed filedwheal gnd,roccdsional,y
lo comp/ete aseries original plan was to complete a  an electrduminescent panel used
of film projects and series of film projects and travel f or ma kfiinegl dsfd.atT
[I‘é?VE///th‘ with my light with my trusty medium theoretically vi:
. format film camera. There was  good. To be on the safe side, |
truszj/med/um- al so an el ement wald haveftmleave the chr enginen
format film camera saked in this, benngagsce bitohtiesmeiasd |
started out on my earliest trips.  would probably want to leave the
Imaging with film requires less kit car pointing downhill for when it
and is less complicated than CCDwas time to trundle back down the
work with its multiple gadgets and mountain again.
innumerable wires. So this seemed
an appealing way to go. There was also the far from negli-
gible matter of driving 8,000 feet
My next t hought upalesnouatiihaad 8,000ffeeti t ¢
cloudy?5o T h er e dowa againreahdssetting up the p o ¢
sibility T more usually in summer equipment afresh each day. A
i of haze due to windblown dust week of this on top of going with-
from the Sahara. | concluded that out much sleep is very tiring. But |
it would be sensible to cover all had to go for it.
options and take the CCD equip-
ment as wel | . AfThefirgt husdle to be ctbssedmwibht
to worry about carrying a mount, any La Palma imaging trip is get-
tripod and counterweights with  ting through chechn at the air-
me, as | had on those earliest tripgport. Check n  of f i ci al
For some years now, several of usoften be seen to light up at the
have been able to keep mounts argight of unusual or potentially
other heavy equipment out on the weighty items moving towards
island. (Continued on pagd)

O n 29" September | set off  All the same, providing for CCD
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Sometimes,
they nail you,
sometimes,
for no obvious
reason,
they wave you
through without so
much as a raised
eyebrow.

(Continued from pagg) t hou g ht for a mo n
them in the queue. Excess baggageur e you want to
fees can be exorbitant. And it asked. OTherebs a
doesndt help tossayatobLgokeadwveth
fat bloke over there! Why should IWhy dondét we go o
have to pay extra for my scientific| 6 | | i ntroduce yo
equi pment when hidoénsandadmle anmestat kitt Ito
take 20 kilos of gublubber on would be a lot more convenient to
board for free?8etSomet hmee, 0t he
nail you; sometimes, for no obvi-
ous reason, they wave you througie had a point. J
without so much as a raised eye fine private observatory was over
brow. Short of flourishing a diplo- at Tacande towards the west side
mati c passport, ofiheiSland. At®,000 teet ¥ chdr e d
no way to either predictorinfu- nét have the adva
ence this. This time | was chargedabove the clouds or the extreme
a modest £37.50 for my 15 or so transparency of the Roque but, by
kilos excess a result. comparison with anywhere in the

UK, it was still an exceptional site.
That night it was head down to try And the lure of a ready power
and put some sleep in the bdnx  source and access to a range of
commonsensical but probably un- fine equipment was enormous.
sound principle. | knew that sleep
for the rest of the week would be Joan used to work for IBM and
at best brief, interrupted and takenlatterly at the observatory on La
at times that my body clock would Palma. His skills and experience
find confusing. in engineering and optical design

are extraordinary. The centre
Next morning | went to see a goodpiece of his observatory is a pro-

friend who lives on theislandandf es si on al qguality
works at the observatory. | told  derivative telescope of his own
him what | was planning. He (Continued on pagé)
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