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2010 February/March 

Sky watcher 
From the Editor, 

After the excitement of having last monthôs meeting cancelled due to 

bad weather, weôre already into February and for most of us Christmas 

is now a fair way behind us.  

One of my New Year resolutions was to keep a clear sky record for this 

year, and I looked back at January to find that there were just 3 clear 

enough nights during the whole month to do some observing. For those 

of you who care about these things, I class a óclear nightô as one where 

I figure itôs clear enough at 9pm to make it worth getting a telescope 

out. Now 3 nights in a whole month is a pretty abysmal statistic if you 

stop to think about it. 

Iôm very pleased to say that the articles this month are based on con-

versations that have appeared recently on the GAS Bulletin Board  

(http://forum.guildfordas.org/). I know that there are still quite a few of 

you that havenôt visited it; so this issue may go some way to illustrating  

the sort of topics that are being discussed. 

 

Itôs a very mixed bag and there should be something that suits most 

appetites. Julia Gaudelliôs lead article on observing Mars features a fine 

sketch drawn whilst at the eyepiece of the 20.5ò John Smith Telescope 

and is a definite sign that in this age of advanced imaging, visual obser-

vation can still be enormously rewarding. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

Peter Dean,  Editor 
prdean@ntlworld.com 

 

If you would like to contribute an article or other item to Skywatcher, I 

will be very pleased to include it. Articles can be any length and im-

ages are most welcome, so long as they are yoursé You can send them 

via email to the address above. 
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ony and Pam Questa, and I 

observed Mars at opposition 

on 29th January using the 

20.5" scope at Holmbury. The night 

was cold but the sky was clear and 

we had great views of Mars, inter-

rupted briefly once by a short sud-

den flurry of snow. 

Tony and I made separate sketches 

at the eyepiece without conferring, 

and were pleased to find when 

we'd finished that we'd both noted 

the same features. 

This is is the sketch I made, at 

about 21:20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two nights later, 31st Jan, at a 

similar time (21:40), Nick Teasdale 

acquired the image below. The ro-

tation period of Mars means they 

should be pretty much the same 

alignment. 

Nick writes ñI was pretty happy 

with that from my 5 inch scope - 

the video camera gave a much bet-

ter result than I could get with a 

DSLR the night before. Visually, 

all I could see was a tiny red disk 

with the faint hint of a polar cap. 

To find the features I used the won-

derful free program 'cartes du ciel'. 

I zoomed in on Mars and set the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Mars at Opposition 
Never had a look at Mars, but wondering what to expect? Julia Gaudelli has been out sketching the 
Red Planet; nearer to the Earth than at any time in the past two years 

Mars, processed from video taken via afocal pro-

jection, 127mm Mak-Cass scope. North is to the 

top.  
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